Fossils and Dinosaurs Study Guide
What is a fossil?

A fossil is what is left of a plant or animal that lived long ago.

How is one way that fossils are formed?

1. An animal or plant dies and falls to the ground and starts to rot

2. Over time the wind blows sand or soil over it and other things like leaves fall on it.

3. As more and more sand and soil press on it, it turns to rock.

4. A print of the animal or plant is left on the rock.  This is called a fossil.

Where are fossils found?

Fossils are found where wind or water has worn away the rock.  So a good place to look for fossils is on the rocky edge of a body of water or in the desert.
What things may have fossils in them, besides rocks?

Fossils are also found in tar and fossilized pine sap called amber.  We use amber to make jewelry.

What are some fossils that have been found?

Scientists have found fossils of teeth, bones and shells that have turned to stone.  They have also found plant and animal prints.

What do we learn from fossils?

We learn about plants and animals that lived long ago from looking at fossils and comparing them to plants and animals that are alive today.
What have scientists learned about dinosaurs?
Scientists know about dinosaurs from their fossils as dinosaurs are extinct.

· Some dinosaurs were as small as a chicken and some were as large as a building.

· Some dinosaurs were carnivores and some were herbivores.

· Scientist can tell whether a dinosaur was a herbivore or a carnivore by looking at their teeth and comparing them to animals alive today.

· Herbivores have flat teeth.

· Carnivores have sharp teeth.

· From looking at fossils of dinosaur skin scientists learned that some dinosaurs had smooth skin and some had scaly skin.
· From fossils of dinosaur nests scientists learned that some dinosaurs laid eggs.
